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Paolo Ferri is Head of ESA Mission Operations Department in the 
Directorate of Human Spaceflight and Operations. As such he is 
responsible for the mission operations preparation and execution for all 
ESA unmanned missions.  
 
Following his studies in Theoretical Physics at the Università di Pavia, in 
1984 he joined the European Space Agency as visiting scientist in support 
of the Exosat X-ray astronomy mission. He then moved to mission 
operations and worked on a variety of missions, from low Earth orbiters 
to interplanetary.  
 
He started working on the preparation of the Rosetta mission as 
Spacecraft Operations Manager in 1996. He then became Head of the 
Solar and Planetary Mission Operations Division. At the same time he 
was Rosetta Flight Director until 2013. 
 
 


